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Proposed Action:  Non-Treaty Storage Agreement 
 
Budget Information:  00003863  01 
 
Categorical Exclusion Applied (from Subpart D, 10 C.F.R. Part 1021):  B4.4 – Power 
marketing services and activities; B4.5 – Temporary adjustments to river operations. 
 
Location:  Columbia River, United States of America (United States) and Canada 
 
Proposed by:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) 
 
Description of the Proposed Action:  BPA proposes to enter into a new long-term Columbia 
River Non-Treaty Storage Agreement (NTSA) with British Columbia Hydro and Power 
Authority (BC Hydro), a Crown corporation of the Province of British Columbia, for use of  
non-Treaty storage space owned by BC Hydro in Canada.  Non-Treaty storage is water storage 
on the Columbia River in Canada that is in addition to water storage built pursuant to the 
Columbia River Treaty, an international treaty between the United States and Canada.  Because 
this additional water storage is not operated under the terms of the Treaty, it is referred to as 
non-Treaty storage.  Access to this storage is obtained only through negotiation of operational 
agreements that provide mutual benefits to both BPA and BC Hydro. 
 
The proposed new NTSA will replace a previous long-term NTSA that fully expired in January 
of 2011, along with the current non-Treaty storage “bridge” agreement that has been in place 
since September, 2011 and expires on March 30, 2012.  The new NTSA will allow use of  
1.5 million acre-feet (MAF) of non-Treaty storage each for BPA and BC Hydro.  BC Hydro may 
also make available an additional 1.0 MAF each of non-Treaty storage on a temporary basis.  
Absent an agreement with BC Hydro, BPA does not have access to BC Hydro’s non-Treaty 
storage. 
 
The new NTSA will allow use of non-Treaty storage to provide additional flows for protected 
fish and to support power generation through September 15, 2024.  This new NTSA fulfills an 
objective called for in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries 
Service’s 2008/2010 Biological Opinion on the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) 
to support mainstem Columbia River flows for benefits to listed fish.  The agreement allows for 
coordinated use of non-Treaty storage in Canada to shape flows within the year for fisheries 
benefits, and provides up to an additional 0.5 MAF to benefit fish in the lowest water conditions.  
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