BPA is beginning a historical evaluation of its entire transmission grid!  
Some parts of BPA’s transmission grid are getting old – so old, in fact, they are considered historic. No one would argue with the fact that these assets have played a significant role in the Northwest over the last 70 years. Describing the significance of each asset, however, is not an easy task. 
Yet BPA has hired a consultant to do just that. This project will not only document the historical value of the grid, it will help simplify the way the agency complies with federal regulations to address historic properties. 
	

	Parts of BPA’s transmission grid have been around for decades. This photo, taken circa 1939, shows how horses were still valuable tools on construction projects, like this tower on the Bonneville - Grand Coulee line.


This type of project is something no other utility has done, at least not on such a large scale. It will include an evaluation of BPA’s entire transmission system – a daunting task, since BPA owns and operates roughly 259 substations and 803 transmission lines (that’s about 15,000 miles worth). The result will be a historical context statement, a document used in resource planning and preservation. 

This document will benefit BPA when it comes to Section 106 review, a mandate of the National Historic Preservation Act. Section 106 requires federal agencies to review all actions that may affect properties listed on, or eligible to be listed on, the National Register. Among the properties in the register are significant engineering structures, which may include many of BPA’s assets.

George Kramer of Kramer and Company – a historic preservation consulting firm – will begin research for the historic context statement in June 2008. He will start by interviewing BPA employees and combing historic documents. Kramer expects to complete the document in winter 2009. 
If you have any information that may help in the effort to describe BPA’s transmission system, contact BPA Lead Transmission Services Archaeologist Sunshine Schmidt at (503) 230-5015 or BPA Contract Archaeologist Nicole Brannan at (503) 230-7579.







