
Release Notes for Pisces version 3.11  
 
Release Date: October 4, 2010 
 
Welcome to the latest release of Pisces, version 3.11. 
 
Pisces is a web-enabled .NET software application used by BPA and its Fish & Wildlife program 
participants to track and manage projects throughout the Columbia River Basin. Pisces allows 
contractors and BPA project managers to collaborate on project definition and ongoing project 
management over the internet. 
 
Want to find out more about what Pisces is and what you can do with it?  Start here: 
http://www.efw.bpa.gov/contractors/usingpisces.aspx 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
October 28, 2010 - Service Release 1 
 
Subsequent to the main release of version 3.11, we made the following minor updates: 
 
* Reformat Pisces notifications to not include the server name in subject line. 
* Give more detailed feedback when user login fails because of incorrect user name or password. 
* Sort the new AMIP sub-actions in the BiOp Explorer correctly. 
* Update the download link returned in auto emails when user requests Pisces account. 
* Display Work Element budgets on contracts in REVIEW or SIGNATURE status. 
* Allow BPA Environmental Compliance Leads to manage EC requirements in all versions of a 
statement of work. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Changes in this release include: 
 
Initiation and Contract Delivery Workflow 
SOW Validation Guide If you spend much time in Pisces, you are probably familiar with the SOW 
validation report.  This is the tool the sponsor and BPA COTR use as they work on a new contract 
(or amendment).  Until now, the only format available for validating your work was an external 
PDF report, launched when you ran the validation.  In this release we have taken all the 
validation logic behind the PDF report and embedded it in an interactive tab inside Pisces.  
Introducing… the SOW Validation Guide (“SVG”). 
 
Our approach with the SVG is very similar to the Status Report Guide.  When you open the SVG, 
validation runs and the tab lists all the issues you may need to address.  Click on any of the 
hyper links to go to the item in question.  You can use two different views or orientations to 
explore any issues returned.  Clicking the “Tabs” option near the top of the guide lists issues 
grouped by the tab where you need to go to make changes – for example, all the issues found 
on the Attachments tab.  The “Work Elements” option groups issues found by work element.  
Use whichever view of the validation results you like – each contains the exact same list of 
issues. 
 
You access the SVG by clicking the new “Show Guide” checkbox on the Contract Details SOW 
tab.   
 

http://www.efw.bpa.gov/contractors/usingpisces.aspx


If you’ve had the SVG open for a while, have made some changes, and want to rerun it, click 
“Refresh” in the upper left.  You can close the SVG by clicking “Close” in upper left or unchecking 
the “Show Guide” checkbox on SOW tab. 
 
If you still want to “print” the validation results in the exact same format as the old SOW 
validation report, you can still do that.  Click the Print this report link in the upper right of the 
guide. 
 
Signature Status  You will notice a new contract status: “Signature”.  This status indicates that a 
contract is out with the contractor awaiting signature. 
 
Increased Security 
New Authentication  To meet BPA computer networking and security standards, Pisces has 
tightened access related to report viewing. In some cases, you may be prompted to enter your 
Pisces user name and password when viewing reports. 
    
The next Pisces release 3.12 is scheduled for December 09, 2010. 


