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In Reply Refer To:

USFWS Reference: 13260-2006-1-0198

Hydrologic Unit Codes: 17-02-00-05 (Chief Joseph) and 17-02-00-06 (Okanogan River)
RE: KEC-4, Chief Joseph Hatchery Program

Ms. Mickey Carter

Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621

Dear Ms. Carter:

This responds to your request for informal consultation on the proposed Chief Joseph Hatchery
Program (Project), located in Okanogan County, Washington. Your May 5, 2000, cover letter
and attached biological assessment (BA) were received in the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(Service) Central Washington Field Office on May 10, 2006.

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) has requested Service concurrence with the
determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” the gray wolf (Canis lupus), bald
eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus), and Ute ladies’-tresses,
(Spiranthes diluvialis) in accordance with section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(Act), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Effects to other listed or proposed species, or their
habitats, are not anticipated to occur. In addition, Project impacts were evaluated for the yellow-
billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus), a candidate species found to be warranted for listing under
the Act, but has been precluded due to higher listing priorities.

The proposed action involves the construction of a new hatchery near Chief Joseph Dam and the
construction or reconstruction of five acclimation ponds. The purpose of this Project is to
compensate for the loss of anadromous fish due to the construction of Grand Coulee Dam. The
Project BA describes a Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) program for recovery
(augmentation) and harvest in the upper Columbia, estimated to provide some 2 million
summer/fall Chinook and 900,000 spring Chinook annually. For details on the construction,
operations, and maintenance of the hatchery, associate facilities, and acclimation ponds, see the
Project BA.






